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Useful contacts

Your Parish Councillors

DID YOU KNOW?
 
The Roman Park Food Bank is looking for volunteers 
every Thursday from 11.00am to 12.15pm.

Chairman’s View
Dear Residents,

Happy New Year! Welcome to Our Berryfields’ first edition of 2026. I 
hope you all had a chance to switch off, relax, and enjoy some quality 
time with family and friends over the holidays.

Looking back at the last quarter of 2025, we had a blast. It was brilliant 
to see so many of you at our Halloween event, and our Christmas 
afternoon tea was a real highlight - the AVA Primary school children 
performed a fantastic choir, and their hand-designed Christmas cards 
were such a thoughtful touch. A huge thank you to the children and 
teachers for all that hard work!

Our Santa Sleigh also hit the road for two days, covering even more 
streets this year. Seeing the excitement on the kids’ faces (and the 
adults’!) is what it’s all about. Big thanks to the 1st Berryfields Squirrels, 
Beavers, Cubs, and Scouts for helping us out. Together, we raised 
£981.41, which has been split between the Scouts and the Roman Park 
Food Bank. Thank you to all who kindly donated. 

Then we also had Santa’s Grotto & Craft Market, Children’s Christmas Party and a New Year’s Eve party 
to wrap up the year on a high note.

A Helping Hand

I want to say a massive thank you to our volunteers, councillors, and office staff for their hard work and 
support to make these events successful. These simply wouldn’t happen without you.

Speaking of help, the Roman Park Food Bank delivered Christmas hampers to about 50 local families 
this year. However, we really need more volunteers to keep this going. If you have a little time to spare, 
please consider stepping forward.

•	 When: Every Thursday, 11:00 am – 12:15 pm.
•	 Why: To ensure we can keep supporting our neighbours who need it most.

Road Safety

On a more serious note, we’re still getting a lot of reports about speeding and inconsiderate parking. 
With so many children and elderly residents out and about, please keep your speed down and park 
safely. We’ll be installing new electronic speed signs soon to help remind everyone to take it slow.

What’s Next?

Our youth club and coffee mornings are running as usual, and we will be planning more events for the 
coming months. Keep an eye on our social media pages for the latest updates - I’d love to see you there.

Cllr Arun Sekhar
Chairman
arun.sekhar@berryfields-pc.gov.uk



Green Ridge Primary Academy 
PTA Fireworks Night 2025
On Saturday 8th November Green Ridge PTA held their annual Fireworks Night.

It was an amazing night and once again the fireworks did not disappoint!

Thanks to everyone’s hard work, we raised funds for the school and will go towards much needed 
resources and extra curricular experiences for the children.  

Thank you to everyone who came and support us on the night and a BIG thank you to all the 
volunteers who gave up their time to make it such a success.

10%
OFFALL SERVICES!

Professional
Cleaning
• Carpet 
• Upholstery 
• Hard Floor

Call Ivan today
07379 133 939

info@protouchclean.co.uk  |  protouchclean.co.uk

Looking for the best carpet cleaners in Aylesbury? 
Pro Touch Clean delivers expert carpet and upholstery 
cleaning using the latest technology and techniques. 
We treat your carpets like the valuable investment they 
are — with care, precision, and outstanding results.

Tom Garrad
Plumbing & Heating

07960 445938
tomgarrad@yahoo.com
@tomgarradplumbing 629120

Accredited Installer

Boiler servicing
Landlord certificates
Unvented hot water systems

Boiler repairs
General plumbing

£10 offa boiler servicefor Berryfieldsresidents
I absolutely love Christmas time and all the joy and festivities that come 
with it. As vicar for Berryfields, it always feels like Christmas has truly 
arrived when we hold our annual Carols on Berryfields Green — this 
year our 11th as a church and community! It was great to see around 
400 people turn out, even in the damp weather, and we even had some 
festive axe throwing this year. Over the season I’ve also enjoyed taking 
school Christmas assemblies, and seeing Christingles and nativity 
plays. A real highlight is the AVA Secondary Carol Concert, where the 
students and staff once again impressed with the quality of their 
singing and music - it somehow gets better every year.

We also gathered for Church on Berryfields Carols Round the Crib on 
23rd December, a wonderfully nostalgic service, which was especially 
memorable this year thanks to a wonderful choir to help lead us. My 
Christmas Day began with a midnight service at St Peter’s Church, 
Quarrendon, where I was honoured to be invited to speak. It was a 
special way to reflect on the true reason for the day: the birth of Jesus, 
who came to show us the way to connecting with God. If you’d like to 
find out more about Jesus, you’re always very welcome to join us on 
Sunday mornings at 10:30am in the AVA Primary School Hall.

Happy New Year to you all,
Revd Gareth Lane

The Christmas Festivities



Aylesbury Christmas Cruise
We hope you had a wonderful Christmas and New Year.  

Massive thank you to the organising team, special thanks to Charlotte and Lee, for arranging the 
Aylesbury Christmas Lights Cruise this year.  

What a fantastic night we had on Saturday 20th December 2025!

A fantastic combination of DOV, Aylesbury VW Owners and Bucks Cars and Coffee, along with more 
fantastic local cars. 67 cars and 1 bike we counted this year, a new cruise record ! 

We all hope you also enjoyed seeing a special sports car included in this year’s line-up. 

We raised just over £1200 (and rising) for the 2025 chosen charity, the wonderful MacIntyre 
Buckinghamshire.

Thank you to everyone that took part and a big thank you to everyone that came out to support us, the 
smiles, cheers and waving made it even more special.

We look forward to seeing you all again in 2026, hopefully even bigger, maybe another cruise record!

Leanne Connolly

At Christmas, Berryfields was a sight to behold, 
glowing with vibrant colours and festive cheer!

After much deliberation and a popular vote, 
the prize went to Kim of Bramley Road for her 
breathtaking display.

It’s truly heartwarming to see the incredible effort 
and creativity residents put into celebrating the 
festive season!



Advertise in Our Berryfields!
1/4 page - £50 + VAT | 1/2 page - £100 + VAT | Full page - £200 + VAT

If you are running a business and would like to advertise with us, please contact:
ourberryfields@berryfields-pc.gov.uk.

Publication dates are subject to change depending on local events at the time of publication. All 
advertising will be invoiced before publication date. Payment of advertising space is required in 
advance of publication. Suggested content or articles for publication are welcome. Our Berryfields 
is also available on our website: www.berryfields-pc.gov.uk.

50% discount for Berryfields residents Read by over 3,000 homes!

AVA Food Bank
This year at The Aylesbury Vale Academy we have continued to work with Berryfields Parish Council and 
the team at Roman Park. 

We have thoroughly enjoyed the many collaborations and have been grateful for the help from the 
Foodbank (which supports lots of our school members) each week. Our choirs have sung at events and 
brought cheer to our Berryfields community over the festive period. 

We are always grateful for the help with both presents and food hampers over Christmas to ensure we 
are able to help everyone enjoy this special time.

We would like to thank the amazing staff and volunteers at Roman Park as always for their help, kindness 
and friendships.

Wishing you all a very Happy New Year from all at The Aylesbury Vale Academy.

          

COME
AND MEET
THE TEAM! 

P L U S :  
Meet current volunteers
Find out how you can help us, and
how volunteering can help YOU! 
Bring a friend
Our café will be open
Free entry, no booking, just turn up!

VOLUNTEERING FOR US:
'Customer-facing' roles
'Behind the scenes' roles
Weekends or weekdays
As much/little as you like
Come when you choose
Make new friends!

VOLUNTEER
RECRUITMENT DAY

FIND OUT ABOUT THE MANY
VOLUNTEERING ROLES AT YOUR
LOCAL HERITAGE RAILWAY! 

STATION ROAD 
QUAINTON NR AYLESBURY
HP22 4BY 

OFFICE@BUCKSRAILCENTRE.ORG
01296 655720

WWW.BUCKSRAILCENTRE.ORG

SUNDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2026       11AM-1PM

Roman Park Food Bank V O L U N T E E R S
N E E D E D !We are sadly saying goodbye to our long-standing volunteers

Felicity Brooks and Sheena & John Swinburn.

For many years, they have given their free time and:
• Packed food parcels
• Built strong relationships with our beneficiaries
• Shopped and kept shelves stocked
• Delivered parcels to residents in need

Their dedication has ensured that no resident goes hungry, 
and they will be missed enormously.

Can you help?
We urgently need new volunteers to take on this vital role, with support from the Parish Council Office.
Duties include: packing parcels, helping with shopping and deliveries (if required), and supporting our 
community.

If you are interested in joining our team of volunteers please get in touch:
Email: clerk@berryfields-pc.gov.uk or Call: 01296 925750.

JOIN US AND MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNIT Y!



Do you have a hobby, talent or interesting story you would like to share?  We’re looking for 
residents to contribute to ‘Our Berryfields’ quarterly magazine!

Whether it’s a fascinating travel story; an editorial about your favourite hobby; a personal 
journey or inspiring experience; promoting the successes of Berryfields and your fellow 
residents; or a creative piece (poem, artwork, or short fiction) - we want to hear from YOU!

Submission Details:
•	 Attach high-quality photos if relevant.
•	 Deadline for submissions: 3rd April 2026 for the Spring issue
•	 Email submissions to: ourberryfields@berryfields-pc.gov.uk

Let’s make our community magazine a reflection of our diverse and vibrant neighbours! 

Contact the office 01296 925750 for further information. We can’t wait to read your stories!

SHARE YOUR PASSION 
WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

Sharing my Passion
 
My name is Melanie and I'm writing to share my passion with my 
fellow Berryfielders. My family and I moved here in July of this 
year- right at the beginning of the Summer holidays. This meant 
that my two daughters and I spent the next 6 weeks exploring 
Berryfields and all of the surrounding villages in the sunshine.

The reason I mention my daughters (aged 2 and 6 years old) is 
because my passion was born with them. I'm a Pilates and yoga teacher as well as an Ayurveda health 
coach, and the reason why I am all of these things is because I was told that having babies would be 
extremely unlikely for me. I had polycystic ovaries which is an extremely common condition in the UK. 
This condition can make periods irregular due to irregular ovulation or no ovulation at all. It can also 
lead to hair loss or excessive hair growth, skin conditions such as acne and weight gain.  

Now, I wasn't adamant that I was going to have children, but I was adamant I 
was going to do something about having polycystic ovaries! It was then that 
I became more interested in yoga (I had practised for about fifteen years by 
that point) and also in herbs and how they can be used medicinally. I made 
it my mission to learn which asanas (yoga poses) were most beneficial for 
women, and began to practice them every day. I also enrolled in an Ayurveda 
foundation course. This was in 2018, when I unexpectedly became pregnant 
with my first daughter. My efforts had worked! 

Whilst she was a baby I decided to build on my knowledge and study a diploma in Ayurveda. Ayurveda 
- as many people with an Indian background will know - is a traditional system of medicine which has 
been practised for around 6000 years or more. It focuses on the balance between the body, mind, spirit 
and environment to achieve health and prevent disease. It literally means 'the science of life' in Sanskrit.

When my daughter was a little older, I became qualified to teach yoga, and just as I was about to 
start teaching publicly, I became pregnant again with my second daughter in 2022. I had such terrible 
pregnancy nausea and pelvic girdle pain that I couldn't do much physically, but I was elated anyhow! 

The hip pain made me determined to build strength after my second daughter was born and so I did, 
qualifying as a Pilates teacher. I now teach a mix of Pilates, yoga and other calisthenics to women who 
are post-partum, whether that's 4 months or 40 years post-partum! I also teach women exercises which 
can aid fertility on the way that i managed for myself. I specialise in re-building and strengthening the 
core, hip girdle and pelvis, as well as regulating menstrual cycles and the moods that go with them. I 
have a special interest in peri-menopause and the menopause, and love talking about and researching 
everything women's health! 

It's funny as I was always quite a tom-boy and worked in male dominated environments in my old life, 
but nowadays my passion is all things women!

I wanted to share that with my fellow Berryfielders, particularly 
as environment plays such a big part in our well-being. We 
are so lucky to be surrounded by so much greenery, fields 
with sheep, trees and wild flowers. Life can get a bit much 
sometimes, but here in Berryfields we have something special 
- a welcoming community and fresh, clean air to breathe!

Many thanks indeed,

Melanie Olu Abiola, Trusty Guts

TRUSTYGUTS.COM

COUNCILLOR  

KISHORE 
DAMMALA
My name is Kishore Dammala, and I’ve been a resident of 
Berryfields for the past 10 years. I’m a married IT consultant and 
have always taken an active role in supporting and engaging 
with the local community. Over the years, I’ve been involved in 
numerous community events in and around Aylesbury. 

Through this involvement and daily interactions, I’ve come to know 
personally between 300 and 400 families within Berryfields. I care 
deeply about the well-being and growth of our neighbourhood 
and am committed to working together to make it an even better 
place to live.
 
– Parish Councillor, Berryfields



Write a Letter of Appreciation
Consider someone who has significantly impacted your life. Use the space below to write a
heartfelt letter thanking that person. What do they mean to you? How have they impacted

your life? What have you learnt from them?

By Diyaa Ashok

Valentine’s Wordsearch

Chocolates

Valentine

February

Celebrate

Together

Bouquet

Flowers

Friends

Heart

Teddy

Cupid

Love

Rose

Poem
By Diyaa Ashok



CUT & BLOW DRY |  COLOURING |  CHILDREN |  BARBERING |  MANY MORE!

62 High Street, Waddesdon, HP18 0JD

01296 658875
affi  nityhairdesign.co.uk

Affi  nity Hair Design provides professional hair styling 
and a premium salon experience whilst being situated 

in the scenic Waddesdon High Street, making for 
a relaxing experience whilst in the hands of our 

experienced hairdressers.

50% OFF
Cut and Blow Dry*

*Terms and Conditions apply.
Use code ‘NC50’. Valid for new customers only.

PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES

Buckinghamshire Council is responsible for...

The Parish Council is point of contact and liaison between residents and the Consortium

Own & Manage
5 play parks and
Roman Park,
remaining parks, 
open spaces and 
ditches in process of 
being adopted and 
are currently under 
the management of 
the developers

Liasing with 
Developers & other 
Key Stakeholders

Day to day 
management of the 
Parish, all assets, staff 
and contractors

Regular safety 
inspections and 
maintenance of all 
playgrounds

Grass cutting, 
maintenance and 
repair (on adopted 
land)

Dog Poo and Litter 
Bins (except for those 
on Bucks land)

Annual audit and     
compliance with 
regulations

Statutory consultee of 
planning applications

Roman Park Hall: Hall 
hire and ongoing park 
projects

Management of 
the Parish budget, 
precept and statutory 
duties & powers

Youth Club

Professionally 
qualified staff,
Parish Council holds 
General Power
of Compentence

Allotments

Community Events 
including:
New Year’s Party, 
Christmas Afternoon 
Senior Tea,
Santa’s Grotto,
Children’s summer 
events

Managing Tenders 
and due diligence 
& appointment of 
contractors

Food Bank

Community grants

Book Swap Store

Parish Council 
Meetings

Medical Services 
Household bin collections 
& Recycling Centre

www.fixmystreet.com

Roads & Pavements 
(subject to adoption) 
Schools

Planning Authority 
Adult Social Care 
Children’s Services

www.findmystreet.co.uk

Parish Office main  contact:
clerk@berryfields-pc.gov.uk

01296 925750

I have lived on Berryfields since 2014, and Aylesbury since 2006. 
I have three children aged 7, 11 & 13 who all go to both Green 
Ridge Primary Academy & AVA Secondary phase. We love living 
with such a friendly community. 

I have been serving as a Parish Councillor for over 6 years 
now and really enjoy giving back to Berryfields.  

I also help run our lovely friendly baby and toddler 
group, Little Berries every Thursday morning and since last year 
we have also started a Youth Club, every other Friday at Roman 
Park Hall.

COUNCILLOR  

LAURILEE
GREEN

Berryfields Parish Council meetings are open to residents?
DID YOU KNOW?



Book tickets at 
www.bucksrailcentre.org

Serving Aylesbury and surrounding areas

Call Richard today to book your free meet 
and greet on 07795 867 805 or email me at 
hello@georgesdogwalking.co.uk

Fully Insured for your peace of mind
DBS checked and Canine First Aid qualified

Solo walks 
Group walks 
Cat and small animal home visits

Friendly • Professional • Reliable

George’s
Dog Walking & 

Pet Services

DOG
WALKING
SERVICES
www.georgesdogwalking.co.uk

New EventsNew Events  New Events 
New Year 

Let us know what you 
 want to see in 2026   

Email us on: 
clerk@berryfields-pc.gov.uk 



Anti-Bullying Week
During anti-Bullying week the Year 7 students were lucky enough
to be visited by one of our former students, Joshua Ainger-Boyt. 
Josh spoke to the students about his time at AVA and how he 
demonstrated our core values of respect, resilience, and aspiration 
— both in his studies and through his passion for martial arts. While 
studying at AVA, Josh competed in kickboxing tournaments across 
the world and has achieved incredible success in the sport. Most 
recently, he took 1st place at the Arnold Championships UK.

Josh is now training to represent Team GB in the 2028 Olympics. 
He's said he will come back when he takes home Gold to talk to
the students who will then be in year 10. It was a pleasure to welcome 
Josh back and for our students to hear his inspiring story. 

Community Project
In November, AVA Prefects launched their annual Community 
Project in collaboration with our feeder schools – AVA 
Primary, Green Ridge Academy Primary, and Buckingham 
Park Primary. During the session, students explored the future 
they envision and shared ideas about how they would like 
their local community to look. The discussion was full of 
creativity and bright ideas.

Students are now working on the next stage of the project: 
delivering an assembly in their own schools. Our ultimate 
goal is to create a ‘Pledge Wall’ across Berryfields, where 
everyone can commit to continuing to make our community 
a respectful and welcoming place for all.

Parliament Week
UK Parliament Week is an annual, nationwide celebration that engages people with the work of the UK 
Parliament and democracy. It has been designed to encourage schools to explore what Parliament does 
and how they can get involved. 

What did we do? 
Student Parliament took part in their first AVA debate, focusing on the motion:
“The House believes mobile phones should be allowed in school for learning.” The students’ showed 
aspiration, preparation, and resilience throughout the debate. Participants ranged from Year 7 to 
Year 12, with Emily J leading the proposing team and Megan W heading the opposition. Every student 
demonstrated thorough research and delivered their speeches with confidence and respect.​
Results from the debate were in favour of the proposition.

Student Parliament also took part in a Q&A with the local Parish Council who kindly came in to talk about 
their role within the community. During tutor time and Personal Development lessons students looked at 
the house system linking it to our core values. Voting opens for the house system today, linking nicely to 
the theme of democracy.

Harvest
In October our Student Parliament took on the important task of sorting the incredible Harvest donations 
we received for Aylesbury Vineyard Storehouse. Thanks to a wonderful joint effort between our primary and 
secondary students, we were able to donate just under 1000 items to the foodbank. Once everything was 
bagged and boxed, several members of Student Parliament helped deliver the donations to the Vineyard.

Aylesbury Vineyard has asked us to pass on their heartfelt gratitude for our generous Harvest contribution. 
They shared how much our donation will help bless the local community by supporting families and 
individuals in need. They also mentioned how lovely it was to see our students assisting with the delivery 
and proudly told us that, after weighing everything, our school’s donation was the largest Harvest collection 
they’ve received from any school this year!



Whatever the Occasion,
Celebrate in Style

at Waddesdon Hall!
Whether it’s an 18th  or a 100th celebration, baby
shower, christening, anniversary or wedding
celebration—we’ve got the space and the
flexibility to make it unforgettable. Just a few
minutes from Berryfields.

 Parties for all ages and celebrations
 Custom packages

waddesdonhall.co.uk  | contact@waddesdonhall.co.uk  | 0844 585 2195
Waddesdon Hall, High Street, Waddesdon HP18 oJE

WADDESDON HALL

CHILDREN’S PARTIES
Turning another year older should be all
about fun (not the organising!). 

At Waddesdon Hall we’ve got you covered –
choose just hall hire or our full party
package (decorations, bouncy castle, food
boxes, party bags, drink, clean up & more). 

Available weekends. Up to 30 children. 
Prices from £124.

Find out more and book online at
waddesdonhall.co.uk

0844 585 2195  |  contact@waddesdonhall.co.uk
Waddesdon Hall, High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JE

20% off hall hire for 

parties held in Feb

and Mar 2026

Happy New Year from 
“I’d Like to Borrow”! 
Looking to tackle a DIY project, clear out your shed, or get a new 
bike? We’ve got you covered!

What we do:
“I’d Like to Borrow” is a lending library of tools and household items 
based at Buckinghamshire Railway Centre in Quainton. Our large 
storage container is packed with DIY tools – both hand and power 
– plus items like fold-up tables, wheelchairs, and more.

Have unused items?
If you’re clearing out your shed or garage, we’d love to take your tools and household items off your hands 
– helping us all avoid landfill.

Need a tool?
Check out our collection online at www.idliketoborrow.com and see if we have what you need to kickstart 
your next project.

Sister project: “I’d Like a Bike”
We also run a bike renovation shop! Donate bikes in any condition and our team will clean, repair, and 
replace parts to create quality second-hand bikes for all ages.

Want to donate a bike?
Get in touch and we’ll help get it into the shop.

Looking for a bike? 

We have stock available
Some are free, some at a small charge depending on your circumstances. Let’s make 2026 a year of 
creativity, sustainability, and community sharing!

Contact Ashley Waite today
07977 401548  |  info@idliketoborrow.com 
www.idliketoborrow.com

BORROW, DONATE, RECYCLE – LET’S MAKE IT HAPPEN!

Local clubs, classes, and meetings take place at Roman Park Hall throughout the year—and hiring the 
venue helps support activities and services for the whole community.

DID YOU KNOW?



berryfi elds youth Club
is getting b igger!
From Spring 2026, young people from Buckingham Park and 
Watermead are invited to join Berryfields Youth Club!

who?  Years 6 & 7
where?  Roman Park Hall
when?  Every other Friday evening

what to expect:
Games, activities & chill-out time
New friends from nearby areas
More choice, more fun
Possible transport (if needed)

TO SIGN UP AS A VOLUNTEER TO HELP RUN THE 
GROUP PLEASE CONTACT:
CLERK@BERRYFIELDS-PC.GOV.UK

ROMAN PARK HALL - SIR HENRY LEE CRESCENT HP18 0YT

R O M A N  P A R K  H A L L

adult
volunteers 
wanted!

Want to help make this happen?
+ Training provided

+ DBS checks paid for
+ Make a real difference locally

hang out.
have fun.
make friends.

16 & 30 JANUARY, 13 & 27 FEBRUARY, 
13 MARCH AND 17 APRIL

upcoming dates:

EXCITING
NEWS!




